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Generating Site Statistics 
The Health and Retirement Study 

Introduction 
Web site usage statistics are maintained for the main HRS Web site and the Participant Web site 
Summary statistics for the main site are available to the general public; detailed statistics are available 
only to HRS staff and are displayed on the Staff Web site. This document describes how to generate and 
maintain usage statistics for public and staff use. 

Statistics for the Main HRS Web Site 

Public View 
HRS began to collect usage statistics when the public site was established in 1995. Since then, usage 
information has been collected on key elements of the site on a monthly basis. A 12-month detailed 
record is supplemented by a yearly summary table. 
 

 
 

• The Visits column shows the number of visits to the site. A visit is initiated when a remote site 
requests a page on the HRS server for the first time. All requests from that site within a given 
time period are considered to be part of the same visit. If the site makes a request to your server, 
and the timeout value has been reached (default is 30 minutes), a new visit is started and 
counted. 
 

• The User Registrations column reflects the number of new usernames submitted as part of the 
registration process for access to HRS public data. Note: The current file download system was 
introduced on 1 January 2001. Registration is mandatory for all public data users. 
 

• The Concordance column shows the total number of searches; i.e., calls to the Concordance 
search engine (/cgi-bin/getconca.pl). 
 

http://hrsonline.isr.umich.edu/
http://hrsparticipants.isr.umich.edu/
http://hrsonline.isr.umich.edu/index.php?p=usage
http://hrs-staff.isr.umich.edu/index.php?p=01stats
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• The Bibliography column shows the total number of search calls to the Bibliography search 
engine (/cgi-bin/getbib.pl). Additional summary information specific to the Bibliography (e.g., 
counts by workform and content area) is available on the Papers and Publications section of the 
main site. 

Staff View 
Additional information concerning the main HRS site is available through the Usage Statistics page of 
the Staff site. This information is used to create summary information displayed to the public using the 
procedures described below. The detailed information on the Staff site includes graphs and tables that 
display monthly, daily and hourly summaries of Web site use. Information is also available on which 
site resources are used most frequently, top referrers, and most frequent visitors. 
 

 

http://hrsonline.isr.umich.edu/index.php?p=bibsum
http://hrsonline.isr.umich.edu/index.php?p=pubs
http://hrs-staff.isr.umich.edu/index.php?p=01stats
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Selecting Statistics for Public Display 

Information on Home Page visits 
Go to the Usage Statistics page of the Staff web site, select the current month and then page down to the 
following table. Save this information for use in updating the public view table.  
 

 

Information on Bibliography and Concordance Searches 
Page down until you find the Top 100 of Total URLs table. Then look for references to /cgi-
bin/getconc2.pl and /cgi-bin/getbib.pl. Select the number of hits for each one. 
 

 

http://hrs-staff.isr.umich.edu/index.php?p=01stats
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Information on User Registrations 
To get information on user registrations in the past month, go to the Usage Statistics Page on the Staff 
Web Site.  
 

1. Click on the User Registrations Link 

 
 

2. Get information for the year and month in question; for example, the new user count for June 
2012 was 184. 
 

 

http://hrs-staff.isr.umich.edu/index.php?p=01stats
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How to Generate the Information Described Above 
With the exception of User Registrations, the usage tables described above are generated by a utility 
called Webalizer that uses as input the access and error logs produced during the normal operation of the 
Apache web server software. To run the monthly Webalizer updates, do the following:  
 

1. Using SSH, open a command line link to the HRS web server 
 

 
 

 
2. Navigate to the usage folder. 

  

 

http://www.mrunix.net/webalizer/
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3. Start the Webalizer process  (./runwebalizer -- 1 above). The logfile name should be 
specified as MM/YYYY, e.g. Mar2012. You may receive many warning messages of the type 
shown below, ignore them but make sure that the program terminates properly.  
 

 
 
 

4. When the Webalizer process is complete, copy the results to the Staff Web site 
(./copywebalizer -- 2 above). 
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Updating the Usage Page 
As explained elsewhere, much of the content on the HRS Web site is based on interactions between PHP 
code and the Apache Server. In the case of the Site Statistics page, all navigation information is added 
by a PHP program. This means that the only action required to maintain the page is to edit the HTML 
code. 
 
Begin by opening usage.inc.php1 in any convenient text editor. Scroll down until you reach the 
monthly portion of the usage table. Now enter the information that you collected using the techniques 
outlined above. 
 

 
 
Add YTD information from the past month to the data items for the current month. Since we only want 
to display one year’s worth of monthly data, the final step is to comment out the corresponding month 
from the previous year. At the end of each year, a new yearly summary row should be added to the table 
containing YTD information for the year. 
 

                                                 
1 \\linux-src\www\vhosts\hrsonline.isr.umich.edu\html\modules\news\usage.inc.php 
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Participant Site 

Staff View 
At the present time, participant site statistics are not published for general use. However, information 
interaction between study participants and their Web site is available to HRS staff members through the 
Web Site Usage Statistics Page.  
 

 
 

Creating the Staff Web site usage tables 
Participant site information is generated in much the same fashion as that described above. 
 

 
 

1. Using SSH, open a command line link to the HRS web server 
 

2. Navigate to the usage folder 
 

3. Start the Webalizer process  (./runwebalizer_part2). 
 

4. When the Webalizer process is complete, copy the results to the Staff Web site 
(./copywebalizer_part). 

http://hrs-staff.isr.umich.edu/01stats.htm
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The command line dialog looks like this: 
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APPENDIX: Command File Listings 
 
1. ./runwebalizer 
 

 
 
2. /copywebalizer 
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